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In 2022, the Pragmatic Profile of Namibian English (PraProNE) project set out
to investigate the pragmatics of Namibian English by developing a Discourse
Completion Task (DCT) questionnaire maximally suited for gathering
pragmatic performance data in English from Namibian university students
(Schrdder, Sickinger, and Schneider 2024). This questionnaire enabled us to
collect large quantities of DCT data and thus to carry out thorough
quantitative analyses of realisation strategies for the performance of
APOLOGIES, OFFERS, REQUESTS, and RESPONSES TO THANKS in this
emerging variety of English. Following the principle of contrastivity in
variational pragmatics (Schneider 2021: 672), the same DCT questionnaire
was employed to collect comparable data from students at three universities
in the United Kingdom (UK). This contrast set allows us to make visible the
distinctive features of Namibian English pragmatics in contrast to English
English.

However, an in-depth understanding of the pragmatic choices and
preferences of any speech community can only be achieved by
complementing such contrastive and - by nature - etic perspective with an
emic one. In PraProNE, we implemented this in the form of three series of
qualitative interviews that informed our methodology, data analysis, and
interpretation of quantitative results for Namibian English (Schréder and
Sickinger 2025).

In this talk, we will give an overview of our quantitative findings, focusing
on the specificity of Namibian English pragmatics in comparison to a variety
of English spoken in the UK. Beyond the comparison of quantitative results
for speech act realisation strategies, we will further exemplarily demonstrate
how the specific combination of contrastive and intracultural research



perspectives has led to a more fine-grained understanding of central aspects
of Namibian English pragmatics, and how it also raises new questions that
will be addressed in future research.
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